PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

8 February 2001

Hart Rufe

c/o Ken Kitson

Bucks County Compiler
704 Headquarters Rd
Ottsville, PA 18702

Dear Hart,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Brewer's Blackbird observed on 19 December
1998 during the Southern Bucks County CBC (or perhaps the documentation was passed along
to us from the CBC or county compiler). After careful review,the committee regrets that it
cannot accept this record. A majority of members felt that it was very likely a Brewer's but that
the description, resting on the bird's general and bill size plus shorter and rounded tail, was not
sufficient to eliminate a Common Grackle. The shortest Common Grackles' tails in winter are
only a few millimeters longer than a Brewer's tail.

The committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean that the bird was not the species
reported, but rather that the committee believes the documentation submitted does not support
the identification conclusively.

We hope that this will not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rarities you
may find in the future.

Finally, the committee apologizes for the unacceptably long delay before all members were able
to vote on the record. Circumstances beyond our control caused the problem, and we believe
that we are back on a timely track.

Sincerely,

For the Committee:
Paul Hess, Chairman

P.S. Beginning this year observers will receive postcards acknowledging that the committee has
received their documentation. In addition, whereas observers formerly were notified only when
reports were not accepted (in disappointing or irritating letters like this one), they will now
receive cards announcing that their records have been accepted.
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Record No.: 861-04-1998

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Species: Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus)

Date of Sighting: 19 December 1998 to 19 December 1998
Location: SOUTHERN BUCKS COUNTY

County: BUCKS

Observer(s): Hart Rufe, Diane Allison

Date of Submission: 1998
Submitted by: Hart Rufe
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